
DOK Level 1
Recall & Reproduction

DOK Level 2
Basic Application of Skills/Concepts

DOK Level 3
Strategic Thinking/Complex Reasoning

DOK Level 4
Extended Thinking

Task asks students recall a fact, definition, term, principle, or perform a simple process or 
procedure. You either know it, or you don’t know it.

Task requires use of information and conceptual knowledge. Students apply more than one 
concept and make some decisions about how to approach the question or problem, what 
tools to use, and how ideas relate.

Task requires a development of a plan, use of reasoning or a sequence of steps to approach 
a problem. Cognitive demands are more complex and abstract, often with more than one 
possible answer or approach. Students are often asked to provide supporting evidence for 
judgments made.

Task requires an investigation or application to the real world. Students research, problem 
solve, and have to process multiple conditions of the problem or task across disciplines, 
content areas/multiple sources.

To Determine Your DOK Level(s) for your UClass Lesson
1. Look at your learning objective(s)
2. Think about the mental processes needed to complete them
3. Focus on the words AFTER the verb
4. Write the DOK level(s) into the description of your lesson.
5. Need help? Ask your teacher board chair.

Webb’s Depth of Knowledge Levels

Complexity and difficulty are not the same and so a task 
that aligns to a particular DOK level is not necessarily 
easier than a task that aligns to a DOK level above it.

If there is uncertainty which of 2 levels a standard 
addresses, it is appropriate to assign it the highest DOK 
level, knowing that you should provide opportunities to 
practice the lower DOK skills.

You need to assess all the learning objectives and DOK 
levels within a project or task—not just the highest DOK 
level.

Happy Planning! 


